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While researching the 2012 end-date of the Maya Calendar, John Major Jenkins decoded the

Maya's galactic cosmology. The Maya discovered that the periodic alignment of the Sun with the

center of the Milky Way galaxy is the formative influence on human evolution. These alignments

also define a series of World Ages. The fourth age ends on December 21, 2012, when an epoch

chapter in human history will come to an end. Maya Cosmogenesis 2012 reveals the Maya's insight

into the cyclic nature of time, and prepares us for our own cosmogenesis--the birth of a new world.
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The Earth spins on an axis. Like everything else that spins, it wobbles. That wobble is technically

called precession, and it explains why Earthlings have seen the sun rise against different

constellations over the centuries. In his latest book, Maya Cosmogenesis 2012: The True Meaning

of the Maya Calendar End-Date, John Major Jenkins explains how the Maya mapped the

movements of the Earth, including precession, and incorporated their measurements into their

calendars. Jenkins, who has researched Mesoamerican cosmology and calendrics since 1986, has

written five other books and numerous articles about the Maya. In Maya Cosmogenesis 2012, he

ties together Mayan mythology and astronomy in a scholarly discussion of the source and meaning

of "end date" indicated by the Long Count calendar. He supports his theories with nearly 200 line

drawings, and provides extensive appendices, end notes, and a comprehensive bibliography. Each

"wobble" (or precessional cycle) lasts 25,800 years. Researchers believe that the current

precessional cycle will end in the year 2012. This date is known as the "End-Date" in Maya



calendrics. At that time, the Earth will begin a new cycle in the opposite direction. Jenkins says his

focus is "on how the precession of the equinoxes was mapped and calibrated among the ancient

civilizations." He adds that his book "is devoted to exploring the Maya's understanding of the 2012

end-date and the philosophy and cosmology that go with it. This is a book about cosmogenesis, the

creation of the world. The Maya believed that the world will be reborn, in a sense 're-created,' in the

year we call 2012." What does all that mean? Will humans survive cosmogenesis? Jenkins thinks

we will.
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